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T

his is how
one should
regard us...

a

s servants
of Christ
and stewards
of the
mysteries of
God.

1 Corinthians 4:1

We are stewards of the Gospel.
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From the Pastor • We Are Stewards Of The Gospel

O

ur Church is experiencing some dark and troublesome times. This also happened to the
Israelites in Old Testament times. They had entered into a covenant with God through the
sacrifice of rams and bullocks. We the Church also entered into a covenant with God but this
time through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.
Both in Old Testament times and today God did not abandon us
but has sent us prophets who have reminded us of our covenant
responsibilities. We know the names of some of the famous
prophets of the Old Testament: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel. But
let us take a look at the names of our modern day prophets who
keep reminding us that a new spring is yet possible.
It all started, many believe, when Pope
John XXIII called for an Ecumenical
Council. This saintly man wanted the
church to open herself to what was going
on in the world. At the same time he
wanted the world to know Jesus Christ
and His Church. The documents of
this Council should be required reading Rev. Msgr. Daniel Murray
for all parishioners given that they Pastor
emphasize the universal call to personal
holiness while at the same time reminding all believers of this
call to share the Gospel, giving living, forceful witness to how
Jesus Christ has made all the difference in the way they live their
lives.
Pope Paul VI picked up the torch of Pope John’s initiative when
he wrote an encyclical letter on the theme of evangelization,
another name for spreading the Good News, to a world hungry
for meaning and hope. This courageous Pope practiced what he
preached. He imitated St. Paul in traveling outside Rome giving
personal witness to Jesus’ call to go to the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The missionary journeys of Pope Paul VI served as the motivation
of Pope John Paul II’s innumerable visits to countries all around
the world. Here was a Pope who urged all of us to open the doors
to Jesus Christ, to let Him into our lives, and to discover who
Jesus Christ is by walking in His shoes.
Pope Benedict XVI taught us about how love for our brothers
and sisters is rooted in the truth of Jesus and His Gospel. In the
midst of a scandal ridden Church he also reminded us that it is
through hope in Jesus Christ that we are saved.
In his own way our present Holy Father, Francis, embodies
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the humility and love for the Church exemplified by his namesake, Francis of Assisi. Pope Francis urges us never to be
ashamed of the Gospel. He also reminds us to be a Christian is
to be involved in the mission of the Church: giving witness to
the Gospel. In doing this he says we must have in these dark
and turbulent times a militant hope always using the talents
God gave to each of us. Pope Francis asks us never to bury
these talents but to use them in the service of others, always
dreaming of great things. Finally Pope Francis tells us there is
no time to waste on small talk, no need to wait for the consent
of all, there is only the need to go out to the world proclaiming
the Gospel.
It is good to remember these holy men and their prophetic
call to all of us to be holy men and women. We stand in awe
of them as they put a question to us: What has happened to
our open-hearted spirit? What is preventing Jesus Christ from
being formed in us? Do we not realize that it is in carrying
one another’s burdens we fulfill the Law of Jesus Christ? The
Gospel has been given to us as a gift. We are stewards of the
Gospel. Here at St. Rose of Lima signs of that new spring
mentioned by recent Popes are evident. We are all called to sow
the seeds being planted now by our Evangelization Team. The
Lord Himself will reap the harvest.

Rev.Msgr.Daniel Murray

		

			
Rev. Msgr. Daniel A. Murray
			Pastor

Our Clergy

Rev. Kevin J. Kelly, M. Div.,
Parochial Administrator, Pro Tem.

Rev. Mr. Edward A.
Konarski, Deacon

Religious Education Report: The Year of Faith
by Joanne Trageser • Director of Religious Education

For most of us, it is our parents and families
who pass on the gift of faith to us. They
are our first and foremost catechists of the
Good News of Jesus Christ. For this reason,
while still fulfilling all grade curriculum
requirements of the Archdiocese, our
PREP/CCD faculty chose to put a special
focus in this Year of Faith on Mary, Our
Most Blessed Mother. Many of our high
school assistants study Latin, and we were
blessed to have them recite the Ave Maria
each morning. In the Spring, our first
graders took over and led our morning
Hail Mary in English. Our eighth graders
manned the PA system at closing by
leading us in the Angelus and facilitated a
beautiful Living Rosary event in October
where we were joined by Deacon Konarski
and many members of the Followers and
Legion of Mary. Richard Wieda was a guest
catechist for a day and taught about Marian
Apparitions to our 8th graders. Karen
Buzby and Fred and Karen Hencken made
rosaries with the fourth graders who, as with
every fourth grade CCD class, memorized
the Hail Holy Queen and made an in depth
study of the Mysteries of the Rosary.
Clare Lucente and Jeremy Triplett
trained our St. Rose Youth Choir to lead
our PREP voices during May 19’s closing
Marian Prayer Service. Our students sang
traditional hymns such as “Immaculate
Mary,” “Sing of Mary,” and “Hail Holy
Queen” while catechists led the students
in the “Magnificat” and “Memorare.” The
students studied many of the apparitions
of Mary: Fatima, Lourdes, Guadalupe
and Knock. The choir’s rendition of
“Our Lady of Knock” was awesome.
No description of this year could help
but mention our junior/senior high: our
tremendous 7th and 8th grade students

CCD students gather at a bonfire—one of many activities this year.
and high school assistant catechists and
their families. Our 7th graders combined
a vigorous academic study of the New
Testament with several wonderful
applications throughout the year that
included a parent-parishioner-student
presentation of the Stations of the Cross
and a tremendously successful fund raiser
for the Wounded Warrior Project.
Our Church History-studying 8th graders
enacted the Christmas Narrative from
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke and
were counted upon in every PREP group
activity. Our high school staff is a vital
part of the success of our program. They
make it easier for catechists to teach and
for students to learn and are tremendous
role models for the younger students.
We are truly blessed at St Rose of Lima
to have these junior and senior high
students whose families encourage and
support them to continue with the formal
study of their faith. Our gratitude to the
entire St. Rose family for your prayers
and support for it is along side of you that

our students learn to live their Roman
Catholic Faith.

RCIA-The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults
At our parish, RCIA-affectionately called
“Catholicism 101” or “Adult CCD” is a
gathering of adults who explore, inquire,
discuss (and debate!), and learn about the
Roman Catholic Faith. Our participants
come from a variety of backgrounds. Many
are non-Catholics, happy in their own
Faith Tradition, but interested in learning
about our Church or the religion of a
loved one. Others are practicing Catholics
who enjoy sharing their Faith, others are
Roman Catholics who may not have been
Confirmed or have not yet received their
First Eucharist. Many are discerning
Baptism or coming into Full Communion
with the Catholic Faith (Full Communion
is for baptized Christians who would like
to ‘become Roman Catholic’).
For more information, please call the
parish office. All are welcome.
We are stewards of the Gospel.

3

Parish Staff

AID FOR FRIENDS

Ministry Leaders, Anita Capps and Chris McDade, are
joined by more than 20 parishioners who regularly donate home-cooked meals, and ten parishioners who
visit the homebound and deliver meals. Our supply
of donated dinners is supplemented by regular group
donations from Deep Run Presbyterian Church and
Christ United Methodist Church and occasional sharing of meals to other local Aid for Friends locations.
Mary McCarthy, secretary and Helen Diebold, secretary

From left: Jane Selner, coordinator of parish ministries; Joanne Trageser,
director of religious education; and Nick Semchuk, business manager.

From left: Chris Anderson, youth minister, Jeremy Triplett, director of music,
and Rudy Lucente, pastoral associate for liturgy

Aid for Friends is a regional effort supported by churches
and community groups who provide meals and friendships for the isolated homebound in Montgomery, Bucks,
Philadelphia, Chester, and Delaware counties. St. Rose
provided about 2,200 meals during the past year. We
generally take in fewer meals (about 1,800 last year), than
are needed to serve our area. The difference is made up by
two major food preparation projects undertaken annually
by the St. Rose of Lima Youth Group in November and
by Mater Dei Catholic School in May.
To draw attention to the work of our ministry, especially
when meals are getting low, we regularly make requests
through the parish bulletin. Packaging supplies are provided so only the food need be donated. The supplies are
provided by the Aid for Friends main office in Philadelphia and a couple of our parishioners volunteer to bring
them to St. Rose. Anita and Chris arrange for the bulk
supplies to be put together in sets of five and they are
available at the freezer in the Parish garage from 9 to 5
every day.
For the coming year, we are again planning group food
preparation days with our parish teens and Mater Dei
students. We are also hoping to have a general Parish
“cook-out” event in August near the feast day of Saint
Rose of Lima.

On the Cover

From left: Don Tranauskas, Martha Sanchez, and John Siebold, maintenance
staff
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(1) Monsignor Murray presents the St. Timothy Award to
Rachel Pileggi. (2) One of our RCIA candidates, Connie
Rutsch, and her sponsor, Muriel Mehr, enjoy time together
after class. (3) The Opening Day Prayer Service at Mater
Dei Catholic School, September 2013. (4) Parishioners
created a variety of beautiful braided palm items for Palm
Sunday.(5) St. Rose parishioners at the March for Life in
January 2013.

HOPE Ministry Report
HOPE is a parish program which links caring volunteers with
parishioners who need and request services that the volunteers
can provide.

School Report: Mater Dei
“Our journey begins anew, with Mary as
our guide.”

HOPE is our current response to the growing awareness of
need among members of the parish community. While some
parish members experience the need for a helping hand, others experience the need to offer a little time and talent to those
in need.

Mater Dei Catholic School opened its doors on September 6,
2012 with a beautiful Opening Day Prayer Service that symbolically and reverently portrayed the combining of three parish
schools into one new school, now under the guidance of Mary,
Our Blessed Mother.

During the fiscal year July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013, our dedicated volunteers have graciously provided the following services to our parishioners: 58 telephone calls, 32 rides, 20
dinners, 10 visits; and our group leaders have sent 29 emails
to arrange services, and 15 emails requesting cards be sent.

Archbishop Charles Chaput was there to celebrate the opening
of Mater Dei Catholic School. He told the students, teachers,
and parents who
were gathered
in celebration
of the school’s
new beginning
that the purpose of Catholic School is twofold: education and
formation. Reminding all present that Catholic Schools, like Mater Dei, provide our children with the opportunities to become
good students, as well as good people.

While we did not have as many requests for help this past year,
HOPE Ministry is most grateful to the 45 St. Rose volunteers
and 6 group leaders who gave abundantly of their time and talent. Our HOPE group leaders for this past fiscal year were:
Connie Murray, Mary McNamara, Patty Ratke, Peg Gregory,
Regina Foy, and Suzanne Polgar. We gratefully acknowledge
the efforts of Mary McNamara as she goes from group leader to
devoted volunteer.

Pre-Cana
The Saint Rose/Saint Anthony Pre-Cana Team hosted fall
2012 and spring 2013 Marriage Preparation events. The
weekends included 23 couples preparing for marriage. The
events began on Friday with a pizza and wine ice breaker, couple and team introductions, an orientation on marriage preparation, a discussion of commitment in marriage, and a prayer
service.
A full day Saturday included talks on marriage as a covenant,
communication, spirituality, sexuality, natural family planning
and other topics. Every presentation included one-on-one private discussion time for the couple to reflect and share with
each other. The serious topics are lightened by trivia contests
and a catered lunch. The day concluded with the couples and
team joining the parish for the Saturday evening Mass. There,
they were congratulated by the celebrant, who blessed their
engagement rings and presented them their completion certificates.
The next Pre-Cana event will be held at St. Rose in April
2014. Married couples interested in participating in marriage
preparation weekends are invited to contact Gerrie and Tom
Collins at 610-331-4027.

The theme for the inaugural year of Mater Dei Catholic School
was, “Our journey begins anew, with Mary as our guide.” The
journey was a successful one, with the students, parents, administration, faculty and staff, all working together in the spirit of
faith and community to accomplish many positive results.
Sometimes children can provide the best insights, and we would
like to share with you an excerpt from a Catholic Schools’ Week
essay of one of our own St. Rose of Lima parishioners, who is also
a student at Mater Dei Catholic School:
I am extremely grateful that my parents believe in the value of
Catholic Education and that they chose Mater Dei Catholic
School for me. I have learned so many new things this year,
met new people, and I have grown in my faith. My grandmother is a former Catholic School Principal and probably
the biggest advocate for Catholic Education that I know.
She once said, ‘Perhaps the best way to appreciate the power
and importance of Catholic Schools is to attempt to imagine
what the Church and our communities would be like without
them.’
Because of the strong faith, dedication, and generosity of my
parents, teachers, our pastors, our principal, and our parish
communities, I don’t have to imagine my life without Catholic School, because I get to live mine every day with one. My
family proudly chose Mater Dei Catholic School.

We are stewards of the Gospel.
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Financial Information
by Nick Semchuk • Business Manager

T

he fiscal year ended June 30, 2013, was a successful financial turn-around year for St. Rose.
The establishment of Mater Dei Regional School positively affected the costs of operations.
Our support of Mater Dei continued to provide the quality of Catholic education and
services that were becoming most difficult to continue at St. Rose.

Although the initial timely start-up of the regional school had
its difficulties, the work and cooperation of parents and staff
from St. Stanislaus, St. Maria Goretti, and our own St. Rose
families brought together a most successful year.
Increased funds from the three schools allowed for changes in
the physical plant at St. Stan’s that were not possible before the
merger. Increased opportunities for programs and additional
resource teachers added to educational offerings we could not
previously have afforded. The reduction in expenditures at St.
Rose also allowed for us to attain the first positive cash flow
year in the last five years. This will allow us to continue and
expand the mission of the parish.
As many of you already know, the Parish Offices have been
relocated to the former school building allowing for the rectory
to serve as the residence for Monsignor Murray and Father
Kelly without the daily disturbances and inconveniences of the
office. The building has been renamed the St. Rose of Lima
Parish Center, and it has given rise to many parish activities
and meetings.
The increased activities under the direction of Jane Selner,
Coordinator of Parish Ministries, have led to larger numbers
of parish families utilizing the building. We anticipate that
these changes, whether through an increase in Keenager
activity, formation programs such as Discovering Christ, and
A Quick Journey Through the Bible, will continue. The recent
excitement from the eight week journey through the bible
class drew more than 115 parishioners!
The Archdiocese has taken notice of our Discovering Christ
series and its success, and we have been called upon to be the
herald of this program throughout the Archdiocese. These
classes and activities are being emulated in other neighboring
parishes. Of course, CYO programs continue to utilize the
gym throughout the year, and the new parish center continues
to hear the play of children.
During the recent year, we continued to improve the facility.
The additional release of funding has allowed us to convert
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many of our classrooms into individual units. Separate
thermostat controls have been installed to better control our
utility costs. Extensive painting, cleaning, and repairs have
been made. New lighting controls, additional light fixtures and
timers have been added to both improve and better control the
operations. Extensive repairs have been made to the Church
heating system and duct work allowing us to reduce the total
utility costs in the Church this year.
Hopefully, you will have noticed that the polyurethane
windows behind the stained glass cross behind the altar have
been replaced with new safety glass that allows for more light
coming in. Finally, we can enjoy the stained glass as it was
intended. We also began the process of renovating the front
entrance of the Church.
This past year, we spent much time in having a committee
make recommendations for the revisions, hiring the architect
to complete the drawings, obtaining Archdiocesan approvals,
completing the bid process, and finally obtaining the
Archdiocesan contract to begin the work. The new changes
should be completed in late October.
Without this past year’s positive cash flow, completing this
work would have been difficult to have approved. Because
of this, you can expect to see the side window glass in the
church being replaced, as was the cross, and we expect that
the changes will add greatly to the lighting in the Church on
Sundays.
We also attempted to hire a new Minister for Youth and Young
Adults. The search committee spent much time to develop the
job description, advertise, and begin the interview process.
Unfortunately, no candidate came forward in the 2012-13
fiscal year that we could hire on a part time basis, and we did
not believe that funding and workload was available to justify
a full time position.
However, we did succeed recently in hiring a Part Time Youth
Minister who will be shared with Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish in Doylestown. His name is Chris Anderson, and he

Income Statement for the Year-Ended June 30, 2012
F/Y 2012-13
F/Y 2011-12
Operating Income			
Parish Collections
Socials and Donations, Net
Tuition and Fees Income
Religious Education Programs
Income (Loss) Cafeteria & Bus Services, Net
Interest, dividends, Rentals, & Other Net
Cares and/or Day Care Programs, Net
Total Other Income
Total Operating Income

F/Y 2010-11

$856,942

$906,901

$936,676

$30,027

$61,376

$96,056

$0

$419,877

$389,231

$14,542

$14,323

$11,080

$0

$8,684

$2,230

$20,428

$10,936

$10,110

$0

$16,364

$6,376

$0

$0

$8,787

$921,939

$1,438,461

$1,460,546

			
Operating Expenses			
Diocesan Assessments

$102,900

$104,255

$101,400

Wages

$234,400

$861,551

$835,430

Taxes & Benefits

$77,736

$227,430

$221,020

Property Insurance and Real Estate Taxes

$30,811

$29,344

$28,567

Pastoral Administration/School Administration Expense

$58,604

$50,250

$48,875

$8,608

$15,437

$20,497

Professional Fees/Contracted Services
Outside Printing and Publications

$2,873

$2,157

$6,297

$13,006

$45,251

$47,732

$4,422

$8,466

$6,417

$0

$6,242

$10,134

Religious Education Programs

$15,560

$18,777

$18,061

Rectory and Faculty Residence Operating Expense

$19,568

$20,505

$19,963

Maintenance

$61,309

$129,520

$64,760

Utilities

$47,759

$54,177

$76,297

Office Supplies and Equipment
Liturgical/Altar Supplies
Instructional Material

Support to Mater Dei

$106,682 		

Total Operating Expenses

$784,238

$1,573,362

$1,505,450

Operating Excess ( Deficit)

$137,701

($134,901)

($44,904)

			
Capital Contributions & Insurance Claims

$54,297

$70,310

$34,102

Capital Expenditures & Insurance Claims

$21,510

$23,678

$14,882

Change in Cash

$170,488

($88,269)

($25,684)

Ending Cash Balance June 30

$838,088

$667,600

$755,869

Restricted Funds

$418,034

$464,891

$444,528

Unrestricted Funds

$420,054

$202,709

$311,341

Total Funds

$838,088

$667,600

$755,869

			
N.B. Unreleased Funds from Vision of Hope Campaign
(Funds Restricted to Campaign Projects To Be Released
when Projects are completed, e.g. Church windows, etc.)

$255,141

$207,074

$171,057

We are stewards of the Gospel.
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Parish Collections
($856,942)

Socials and
Donations, Net
($30,027)

began his ministry here in August. The old Kindergarten, Cares
Building, Convent (depending upon how far back one wishes to
remember) has been converted to the new Youth Center. New
carpeting, painting done by volunteer workers, plus various
items to enhance the facility have been installed, almost all of
which through donations of time, talent and materials!
We also added air conditioning and a separate heat pump to
become less oil dependent in this building. The first floor
improvements done by families, the high school youth who
will be participating, and other volunteers have done such a
wonderful job in making this a more inviting space for our high
school youth. Wireless internet will be added shortly.
We continue to look at ways to control our overhead and
expenses, and possibly add revenue. Members of the Pastoral
and Finance Council are currently examining alternate sources
of revenue by utilizing more of our facility space. However,
everyone is well aware of the fact that maintaining our mission
is most important. CCD classes continue to utilize most of
the classrooms. We currently have nearly 200 students in our
CCD classes and 106 at Mater Dei which totals more than
300 children receiving Catholic training! The parish provided
$106,682 in direct support of 82 families at Mater Dei plus an
additional $15,000 in financial aid. We are most grateful for the
parish support that makes this possible.
Several parishioners have expressed interest in the cost of
running the parish without the school. As can be seen by the
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Religious
Education
Programs
($14,542)

Interest,
dividends,
Rentals, Others
Net ($20,428)

numbers, our excess in Operating Income was $137,701.
The Operating Income allows for Capital Expenditures, both
present and future. The cost of running the Parish Center as an
existing parish building still approaches $90,000 annually due
to utilities, insurance costs, and maintenance. When we add
scholarship grants, and financial support to Mater Dei, we are
left with the positive cash flow we had this past year. This year,
the Mater Dei budget was based upon a ten month schedule
since the school did not have teachers’ wages and benefits until
September 2012. This helped us in establishing our positive
cash flow. However, from a financial perspective there are still
concerns that are being addressed.
The five year budget established by Mater Dei indicates that
the support from St. Rose will be approximately $140,000
annually. At this level of support, we will continue to remain with
a positive cash balance in Operating Income, at current budget
levels. However, because of increased costs and support to our
ministries, the hiring of the Youth Minister, and hiring a part
time cook, the projected income balances will be approximately
$20,000 annually.
We hope to augment this through generating additional
revenue from facility income. The excess funds will allow for
capital expenses that are here or projected to come shortly.
The compressors for the gym air conditioning system failed this
summer, and they are being replaced at a cost of nearly $30,000.
The gym roof has been examined several times over the last five

years, and it is now at the end of its useful life. Replacement of the
roof has been quoted at more than $60,000. A repair to give us
another ten years would be just over $30,000. A portion of the
parish center roof will also need to be addressed in the next five
years at similar costs.
The replacement of the front glass of the Church will cost
$230,000. This will be funded from our Heritage of Faith-Vision
of Hope Campaign funds as will the repaving of the parking lots
when the funds become available.
This year, the cleaning of the terrazzo floor in the Church cost
$14,000. This needs to be done every three or four years.
Replacement of the polyurethane glass on the Church side
windows has not been quoted, but we anticipate the work to
cost $20,000 to $30,000. The conversion from oil heat to gas
at the rectory will be done this season. These costs are funded
from Operating Income excess as are the roof and air conditioner
compressor projects.
What is still a concern in the budget estimates is that the parish
contributions continue to decline and the parish fundraising
activities have also declined. Parish collections have declined

each and every year in the last five years. The decline in that
period is nearly 8%, but the dollar difference is over $75,000,
with more than half of that amount occurring in the last year.
Efforts will be taken to try to reverse this trend, and additional
revenue will be generated through other uses of the buildings,
e.g. rental of the facility or portions of the facility to other groups.
We are very confident that changes will take place to ensure
the financial stability of the parish. Every parish must continue
to remain vigilant in maintaining its financial stability through
strong leadership and support.
Our current cash position remains extremely strong. Our current
budget remains under control. We anticipate being able to make
the necessary repairs and changes that serve our parishioners,
but we cannot become complacent.
Several new members were added to the Finance Council this
past year. I believe our leadership and guidance are stronger than
ever. Both Finance and Pastoral Council members are aware of
the challenges and opportunities for the future. All members are
committed to expanding the services and ministries of the parish.
Because of this, I believe our financial future remains strong.

St. Rose of Lima Chart of Expenses 2012-13
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We are stewards of the Gospel.
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Children’s Ministry: Service & Family Fun
ing out our year was St. Rose’s first ever Mommy Market. Our
vendors sold many baby and young child items from clothes to
books to toys and the like. Over 130 shoppers came out to support the Mommy Market!
Most importantly, from September to June, on the third Sunday of each month at 9:30 a.m. Mass, our parish family gathered to celebrate the Liturgy. Our growing corps of youth lectors served at these Masses, and we were honored with musical
support by St. Rose’s Contemporary Music Group along with
students from Mater Dei Catholic School as our Ministers of
Hospitality.

This past year a new Ministry was created at St. Rose of Lima
that promotes fun and faith-filled events for our Parish families
with young children. The St. Rose Children’s Ministry has a
small, yet eager committee that meets regularly to discuss and
coordinate events. Ours is not a fundraising ministry as most
events are free or of little cost. All monies and donations earned
go back into the ministry and are used for future events.
It all began last summer with our Family Fun Pancake Breakfast
and has grown from there. In the fall, we danced the afternoon
away at our Family DJ Dance. Our dance included refreshments, craft tables, and of course, a limbo contest! On Sunday,
November 18th, we celebrated our second annual Parish Family Prayer Service and Pizza Dinner.
Families brought up candles to place on the altar as prayers of
Thanksgiving were read and reflected upon. Leaves of Thanksgiving were hung on our prayer tree as we sang “All the Ends
of the Earth”. Afterwards, families gathered to break bread
together over pizza and cake. It was a blessed beginning to a
wonderful Thanksgiving week.
During the winter, we warmed the hearts of military families
and area shut-ins as we gathered for “Hands Healing Hearts”.
Our families spent two hours creating incredible Valentine’s
Day Cards…76 in all were sent!
Lent had us gathering for our “Family, Food, and Faith” event.
A delicious spaghetti dinner was served as children colored
pictures of St. Patrick and The Resurrection and created Trinity shamrock crafts. Diners had the option of heading over to
church to attend the Friday night Stations of the Cross. End10
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We have a jam packed calendar of events for the 2013-2014
school year and we hope to see everyone there. The Children’s
Ministry welcomes all who would like to be a part of the planning committee. Contact Eileen O’Hagan at eieioh@verizon.
net or 215-661-0342.

St. Rose of Lima
Catholic Book Club
The Book Club had an active first year. So far, the group has
read and discussed (in a lively fashion!) the following:
• Three short stories—“A Good Man is Hard to Find,”
“Good Country People,” and “Parker’s Back”
by Flannery O’Connor
• The Power and the Glory by Graham Greene
• Mariette in Ecstasy by Ron Hansen
• Dear James by Jon Hassler
• Wise Blood by Flannery
O’Connor

• Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn
Waugh
•Atticus by Ron Hansen
• Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis
• Morte D’Urban by J.F. Powers

• Shoes of the Fisherman by Morris West
• The Moviegoer by Walker Percy

Join us for our upcoming meetings at 7:30 p.m. on
10/24, 11/21, 12/19, 1/23, 2/20, 3/20, 4/24, 5/22
and 6/19. For book selections, contact Ted Haynie at
215-699-9488 or Theodore.Haynie@germantownacademy.org.

St. Rose of Lima High School Youth Group
St. Rose of Lima High School Youth Group gives our parish
teens (Grades 9-12) a place to socialize, perform service projects, connect, learn about and discuss God and their faith.
This past year, over 40 teens participated in service projects which included: preparing Aid for Friends meals for
the homebound, hosting a Christmas Brunch for the Senior
Citizens of our Parish, helping with the Wissahickon Creek
Clean Up, and delivering Easter Flowers to parishioners.
Our youth participated in a special teen Stations of the Cross,
and took Road Trips to Old St. Mary’s Church in Philadelphia and St. Titus in Norristown for adoration.
We also enjoyed fun activities such as the Halloween Haunted
Hay Ride and Youth Group Christmas party.This year, our
teens completed a special project. They did an amazing job
transforming the old Kindergarten building into their very own
Youth Group House; complete with a big screen TV, foosball
table, computer, a pop art mural of Jesus Christ and more.
St. Rose of Lima Parish has hired a Youth Minister. We are
pleased to welcome Mr. Chris Anderson, a recent graduate
of Catholic University with a Masters in Theology, to this new
position. Mr. Anderson will have a dual Youth Minister position, serving part-time at St. Rose of Lima and part-time at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Doylestown. Any teen interested
in joining the Youth Group, and adults who would like to help
out, please contact Chris Anderson at roseoflimaym@gmail.
com or 215-699-4617. We would especially love to have
more young adults involved in working with our parish teens.

An Invitation From St. Rose of Lima’s Keenagers: Are you 55 years of age or older?

Then …We Want You to Join the Keenagers!
The Keenagers are a group of your peers who
get together for Fun, Friendship, 50/50,
Trivia, Bingo, and Refreshments in St. Rose
of Lima’s Parish Center, usually on the first
Wednesday of each month, with the exception of July and August. The group also holds
a Christmas Luncheon at a local restaurant on
the first Wednesday in December.
The Keenagers joined other members of our
parish on bus trips to see the Radio City Music
Hall Christmas Show last November, to see
“Brigadoon” in May, and to a Phillies vs. Mets
game in June. We also hope to sponsor one or
more exciting day trips during the remainder

of 2013 and 2014. Our next trip is on December 5 to see Miracle of Christmas at Sight
and Sound Entertainment in Lancaster, Pa.
We welcome anyone who is at least 55 years
of age, but we’re especially looking for “A
Few Good Men”. After all … why should the
ladies have all the fun?!
Our next monthly meeting will be held in
the parish center from 1:30-3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 2. We look forward to
seeing you then! For more information contact Steve Matraszek at 215-699-5513.

We are stewards of the Gospel.
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Evangelization
Team Report
This past year was extremely active beginning with the formal
installation by of the parish Evangelization Team in July at Mass
by Monsignor Murray. Last fall, the Discovering Christ Course
was conducted and this past winter, Following Christ was also
conducted for its second time. A total of 135 persons attended the
two 7-week courses.
As we continue to offer these series, we hear stories and
testimonies from a number of the participants of how deeper
personal relationships with the Lord are being formed.
After participating in the courses, many asked about ways to
strengthen and further develop their faith, so in the spring, we
conducted A Quick Journey Through The Bible, an 8-week
foundational Scripture study program.

St. Rose bus trip to a Phillies vs. Mets game....We Won!

Both evening and afternoon classes were offered with a total of
115 persons attending. Common to all these courses is a time
for small group discussion which is a wonderful environment
to share, or just listen to others, as we each continue our own
personal faith journey.
This fall, we will offer the third ChristLife course called Sharing
Christ for alumni of Discovering and Following Christ. These
courses can help us ignite a deeper personal relationship with
God and share it with others. This is truly the work of the Holy
Spirit among and within us.
In early 2014, Discovering Christ will be offered along with
additional Bible study and other programs. We urge all
parishioners to join in and see what God can do in your life. You
may be amazed and gain a new deeper peace and joy.

Ushers

Eucharistic
Ministers

Members of the Ushers Ministry faithfully serve at every Mass during the year.
To serve as an usher, we invite you to
contact Ed Oswald at ossienw@verizon.
Ministry leader Larry Hill.
net or 215-699-4939.
12
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Parish members gather on the steps of the National Shrine in Washington
D.C. before attending the March for Life.

Lectors

Living Again

Lector Tom Check proclaims the
Word of God. We invite all interested adults, and youth in grades 8
through 12, to train to be a lector.
Contact Chris McDade at
boycemcdade@verizon.net

The St. Rose bereavement group
meets on the third Monday
each month at 7:00 p.m. in the
Parish Center. All are welcome.
You need not grieve alone.

Parish Music Ministry Report: The Year of Faith

I

by Jeremy Triplett • Director of Music

would like to thank everyone for making me feel welcomed as your new music director, This year
was such an uplifting and spiritual new beginning. I feel our next musical endeavor should be the
expansion of our youth choir. This will help to bring forth more of our young parishioners and
integrate them into the liturgy.
The choir reaches out to children in grades 2 to 12. The choir’s
goal is to increase their love and appreciation for the ministry of
music and to express their love for God through song. The choir
will rehearse regularly on Wednesday nights at 6:15 to 7:00
p.m., beginning in the fall. As the choir’s director, I develop the
children’s musical talents by teaching them intricate sacred music
ranging from congregational hymns to choir anthems like the
“Bookmark of St. Theresa” and liturgical motets. I also work to
instill in the choir a deeper faith in the Catholic Church.

To reiterate Mr. Rudy Lucente, “for congregational singing, it
is a goal of our music program to increase this even more, since
the congregation is in fact the principal musician of the parish”.
“We will continue to explore ways to provide more opportunities
for parishioners of all ages and talents to participate more fully in
worship and music, such as lectoring, cantoring, choral singing,
and instrumental participation.”

As we move forward with expanding the choir, we also should
applaud ourselves for our
smooth transition to the
new Mass texts and music.
I will make sure that when
introducing new hymns
to spend time reviewing
the text with the entire
assembly before Masses.
The Congregation did a
wonderful job with the
transition to the new Mass
Parts as well. We will also
be taking a look at the
Cantor Connie Murray and Director of
Mass of Creation in the fall. Music Jeremy Triplett
This Mass will expand our
musicality and continue the learning process as a whole.

Contemporary Music Group

We hope to continue hosting events that bring our congregation
together, just as we had the incredible Allentown Band last season.
The congregation reached out to me, and told me how they
recollected wonderful childhood memories due to this band’s
moving performance. Another wonderful musical endeavor
in March was the three-night training sessions provided by the
Director of the Office for Liturgical Music for the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia., Dr. John Romeri. Our parish had the best turnout
for cantors out of the entire Archdiocese. These sessions included
vocal training, cantor gesturing, cantor repertoire, the history of
the ministry of cantoring, an opportunity for individual coaching,
an outstanding book, and lots of handouts.

Looking forward to a prosperous year!
This was the first full season that the 12 member Contemporary
Music Group led the music from the front of the church and was
able to enjoy the use of the church’s beautiful new piano. We
were fortunate to have the addition of two beautiful voices in our
newest members Beatrice Leung and Corin Roman. The Contemporary Music Group continues to provide musical support for
the Saturday Vigil Mass three times a month, from September to
June, and the 9:30 a.m. Mass on the fourth Sunday of each month.
We also played at the Thanksgiving Parish Family Prayer Service
in November, and lead worship and praise music for the popular
Discovering, Following and Sharing Christ series.

Members of the St. Rose Youth and Teen Choir. The choir welcomes all
parish youth in grades 2 to 12 to join them. For information, contact
Mr. Triplett at triplettj2012@gmail.com
We are stewards of the Gospel.
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CYO Sports

Y

Introduction by Bob Romano • Member, CYO Board

ou can’t help but be filled with pride as you see the Green and Gold on the field, court, or track as they display their
God given athleticism, and their CYO sportsmanship. We are blessed with our St Rose of Lima community. We
tirelessly give all that we have for the betterment of each other, our children, neighbor, and community. It is truly an
honor to be a part of the Green & Gold. We strive to do everything to the best of our ability, to manage adversity and maintain
composure, to respect everyone including ourselves. To give God the honor and the glory he so deserves, and to make the
world better for being in it, every day.   That is what St Rose CYO is all about.
Notes from the CYO Coaches on the 2012-2013 Year
Bern Price – Cross Country
The cross country team is a small team with 3 sets of brothers
on the team. Brendan Price finished 2nd place as a Cadet
boy (8th grade) out of 110 runners in his age group from
the whole Archdiocese. I believe this is the highest finish for
a cross country runner from St. Rose ever. He is going to
continue to run at LaSalle College High School.
Kathy Arnow – JV Volleyball
We gathered 12 girls in the 11th hour, most of which had never
played outside of gym class and definitely never a real game
with a referee and a scoreboard. We worked hard, learned,
got to know each other, had fun and grew as a team. No official
statistics are kept in JV Volleyball, but I know we finished just
shy of .500 and made tremendous strides along the way. Many
times I was complimented on what a nice little team we had and
the girls represented St. Rose CYO very well.
Gerry Fasano – Cougars Varsity Football
We had five participants and the team is a regional team
shared with Corpus Christi, MMR, St. Stanislaus and St.
Rose parishes. The varsity finished second in the division
and advanced to the parade of Champions tournament final
8 teams out of 50.
Frank Esterle – JV Soccer
The team had just a couple of losses. The team made it to
the finals at the year-end tournament and lost to St. Stan’s on
a controversial call by the referee. The kids handled it very
graciously, reflecting the essence of CYO. We also had five
players who really had not played soccer in the past, and it
was a pleasure to see the more experienced players support
them during the season.
Mike McDonald/Alison Pluck – Varsity Soccer
Our Varsity Squad won the Region 20 Championship!
Meghan Gola – Varsity Girls Basketball
Region 20 Champions North Division! The team defeated
14
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the previously undefeated St. Isidore team by a score of 35 to
30 for Region 20 North Championship in come from behind
win. A tremendous season with a 14-7 record.
Brian O’Donnell – 5th Grade Boys Basketball
5th grade boys produced a 10-6 record off of 5-5 record last
year. We played extremely aggressive on defense, which we
have a reputation for, and shut many teams down. The boys
worked hard and showed respect for all throughout the season. Asst. Coach Bob Romano initiated a “Hoops vs Hunger”
service project during the last month of CYO basketball that
provided 643 meals to Manna on Main Street for the needy.
Gerry Fasano – Varsity Boys Basketball
(South Division)
Varsity boys basketball finished 16-5. We won the Christmas Classic Tournament and finished 4th out of 12 teams in
the top varsity league and made the playoffs.
Tom Price – Varsity Boys Basketball
(North Division)
Record was 24-6. Won two early season Tournaments at St.
Maria Gorretti and St. John of the Cross.
Terry Gross – Track
Penn Relays Junior Boys - Vito Leone, Jason Mattera, Andrew Lojewski and Matt McDonald qualified for finals and
finished 5th and set a parish record. Region 20 championships: 16 of 19 kids advanced to the next round by finishing
in the top nine in an event.
Region 20 Champions: Meghan Toscano (2) Novice
Girls Shot put and long jump; Andrew Lojewski, Minor
Boys 200 meter dash; Luke Yoder Minor Boys Shot Put;
Brendan Price Cadet Boys 1600 meter run.
Seven of the 16 children qualified for Archdiocesan Championship finals. Meghan Toscano (Archdiocesan Champion
Shot put, 2nd place Long Jump), Danny Boyle, Andrew Lojewski, David McCabe, Matt McDonald, Kelly Gross, Brendan Price (3rd 1600) and Josh Yurasits.

Lots of Parish records broken this year:
• Penn Relays Junior Boys 57.39:
Vito Leone, Jason Mattera, Andrew Lojewski,
Matt McDonald
• Novice Girls Shot put 26-02.00 Archdiocese,
Meghan Toscano
• Novice Girls Long Jump 13.00 R20 Champs,
Meghan Toscano
• Minor Boys Long Jump 14.85 R20 Champs,
Danny Boyle
• Cadet Girls Shot Put 33.07.75
Archdiocese, Kelly Gross
• Cadet Boys Triple Jump 33.08.50
Archdiocese, Josh Yurasits
A growth moment for track: Since all the parish teams are at every
Region 20 meet, the kids get to know each other quite well. By
the time they are in 8th grade they are friends. They tend to follow each other and remain friends as well as competitors through
high school and beyond. This was particularly true this year with
the three Mater Dei parishes as we saw saw Goretti, Stans and
Rose kids together a lot.

The St. Rose “I CAN HELP” 5K & 1 Mile Fun Run was held on
October 13, 2012. We had a fantastic turnout for this fun family and
community event. Join us for the 2nd Annual St. Rose 5K on October
12th. Online registration and sponsor information at www.srol.org.

Dave Fasano – Varsity Girls Softball
Sixth, seventh and eighth grades combined to play Varsity this
year. Very pleased that we were able to field the team. The Leone
family beautified our softball fields with new benches…the nicest
in the Archdiocese!
Bob Romano – JV Boys Baseball
We had a record of 9-2-1. A very strong season. We had 18
players and they worked hard and played for each other. They
did not question any calls, maintained their composure and
played hard baseball. They had a lot of fun and showed respect
and sportsmanship to all.  We received many compliments from
opposing coaches. St. Rose is well respected everywhere.

Parishioners gathered on an early June morning to Pedal the Parkway. The group biked the new recreational pathway from North
Wales to Doylestown and back—22 miles.

Steve Yurasits – Varsity Boys Baseball
Our record was .500. In relationship to the greater Parish community, it was a pleasure to see the team camaraderie with all
the Mater Dei children. SMG and Stans kids would come to St.
Rose games, as well as St. Rose kids would go see Stans and SMG
games to watch and cheer one their newly found classmates based
on the merger of the three schools this past year.
The St. Rose of Lima Annual Stewardship Report is published annually
by and for the people of the parish. Comments and suggestions are
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Parish teens (left to right) Lisa Roman, Emma Thompson and Katie
Gross created a pop art mural of Jesus Christ and painted it on the
wall of the game room in the new Youth House.
We are stewards of the Gospel.
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St. Rose of LimaChurch
428 South Main Street
North Wales, PA 19454

2013 PARISH
MISSION
OCTOBER
27-30, 2013

Upcoming Parish Events
St. Rose of Lima High School Youth Group
October 6 • 12:30-2:00 p.m.
First Meeting of the Year - BBQ • St. Rose Youth House
2ND ANNUAL “I CAN HELP” 5K & 1 Mile Walk
October 12 • 5K begins at 8:30 a.m.,
Fun Run immediately following (9:00 AM).

Guest Presenter
Rev. Michael P. Sullivan, OSA
www.augustinian.org

To be Born Again
The Healing Love of Jesus
The Call to be Church
Our Response to the Call

A Parish Retreat…A Time of Grace. • All Are Welcome!
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WALKING PILGIMAGE OF FAITH
October 13, 2013 • 6:30 p.m.
Parishioners are invited to the Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul
in Philadelphia for a special Year of Faith Mass. Archbishop
Chaput will be the Celebrant and Homilist.
FALL MOMMY MARKET
October 19 • 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
St. Rose Parish Center Admission for shoppers is $1.00.
For information, contact Deann Lentz at DeeDee209@msn.
com or the parish office at 215-699-4617.
Registration for spaces is due by October 14, 2013.
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
November 10 • 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The annual Christmas Bazaar will be held in the Parish Center.

