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Stewardship means many things to different 
people. Most think it involves a self-examination 
of how we, each one of us, use the time, talent and 

treasure with which God has gifted us for the welfare 
of our faith community, especially here at St. Rose of 
Lima. This is an accurate description of stewardship.

There is, however, a more 
fundamental meaning. Stewardship 
puts a very basic question to us: 
How have I personally encountered 
Jesus in my life? How does this 
encounter manifest itself in my day 
to day living?

There is a strange, unsettling wind 
blowing in our Church and in our 

country. Do we sense it? Are our Christian freedoms 
being slowly eroded? Does our faith have a place in the 
public arena? Will the Church ever recover from the 
unspeakable sins of priests’ abusing young children or 
from Church leaders, including bishops, who turned a 
blind eye to what was happening?

It was the prophet Jeremiah who said, “Know and see 
that it is evil and bitter for you to forsake the Lord 
your God.” Have we forgotten Jesus? That brings us 
back to that basic question raised above. How have I 
personally encountered Jesus in my life?

Bishop Daniel Jenky recently said that today we live 
in a time that requires heroic Catholicism, not casual 
Catholicism. Being catholic by accident simply will 
not do. Instead, the bishop said, we must be catholic 
by conviction in our families, in our parishes, where 
we live, where we work. We must be bold witnesses to 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ, ready to give everything 
we have for the Lord, who gave everything for our 
salvation. That is what stewardship really is.

We live by hope. We will, I believe, experience a new 
springtime in our Church. Jesus promised that the 
gates of hell will never prevail against the Church he 
founded. Signs of that springtime are already budding 
forth here in our parish. Our 44 ministries, together 
with the enlivening opportunities offered by programs 
such as Discovering Christ and Listening to Christ, 
show the fulfillment of what the Holy Spirit is doing 

to restore our commitment to the Lordship of Christ.

Yes, something is afoot. Do you sense it? I am reminded 
of St. Paul’s advice to the Church in Galatia: “If we live 
by the Spirit, let the Spirit also direct our course.” Paul 
was concerned that the Christians in Galatia were 
losing touch with their Spirit guided lives.

If we neglect the gifts of the Holy Spirit we received at 
Confirmation we are in danger of falling back into the 
ways of the world. To live by the Spirit cannot possibly 
mean that we sit idle all day as we engage in the daily 
struggles of life. The Spirit comes to each of us in many 
ways.

It is through the Spirit that we become participants in 
divine life. Meditate on what that means. It certainly 
means that if the Spirit guides us then this new divine 
life must become manifested in each person’s daily life. 
It means that we as Christians must never grow weary 
of doing good.

The Spirit leads us to encounter Jesus in the Eucharist. 
In that encounter a transformation from within takes 
place, a beginning, our Holy Father said, where a germ 
is planted that will “Transform evil into good, hatred 
into love, revenge into forgiveness.”

We must do our part. In all the darkness we see the 
light who is Christ. He journeys with us as we grow in 
the real meaning of Christian Stewardship.

	 	 Rev.Msgr.Daniel	Murray
   Rev. Msgr. Daniel A. Murray 
   Pastor
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

by Joanne Trageser 
Director of Religious Education

“PREP” stands for Parish Religious 
Education Program and here at St. 
Rose we are blessed to be part of a 
parish family where we enjoy total 
parish participation in the faith 
formation of our children. 

The 2011-2012 
theme was “Do 
This in Memory 
of Me” reminding 
us that the Mass 
is the source and 
summit of Catholic 
life. It is when we 
join together to 

celebrate Eucharist and to celebrate 
Sacraments that we come together 
as a parish family. To that end, our 
PREP students embarked on a year-
long focus on the Mass and put forth 
a special effort to embrace the Holy 
Father’s call to include the study of 
devotions, Latin and the Mass that 
make up our Catholic Identity. 

At each CCD Sunday’s Opening 
Prayer, the Sign of the Cross, Our 
Father and Hail Mary were gradually 
recited in Latin. Each grade enjoyed 
age appropriate lessons on the new 
translation of the Revised Roman 
Missal, and a wonderful presentation 
by Deacon Konarski and Mrs. Homa 
helped us get ready for the new 
responses. A new Liturgy Club was 
initiated. With our St. Rose CCD 
theme: “Latin, Liturgy and Love of the 
Lord,” our priests, deacon, parents, 
catechists, and aides worked towards 
insuring that our students would be 
fully prepared to actively participate 
with the parish family at Mass. 

Our December 18, Christmas 
Pageant was truly a parish supported 
endeavor that was a success due to 
the involvement of parish staff, St. 
Rose School faculty, CCD catechists 
and parents. As usual, our Director 
of Liturgy and Music, Mr. Rudy 
Lucente, made it all come together. 
His support and expertise, and that of 
Mrs. Claire Lucente and Mr. Jeremy 
Triplett are a resource that has had 
a tremendous impact on the entire 
PREP and sacrament program, not just 
at Christmas, but throughout the year. 
Their work serves as witness to the 
total parish commitment and sense of 
parish family extended to our CCD. 

Nine St. Rose catechists were honored 
at the Cathedral on January 8th by 
Archbishop Chaput representing 80 
years of service to our program. We 
are grateful for their service as they 
live the role all of us share by virtue of 
our baptism to pass on the Faith. 

I am confident that my predecessor, 
Mrs. Maureen Dunst, would agree with 
me that our ministry owes a profound 
gratitude to the uncompromising 
support given to the CCD/PREP from 
the principals, faculty and families of St. 
Rose School. Every school must ‘share 
space’ with the weekly CCD program, 

but the partnership and consideration 
extended to us was outstanding. 
This camaraderie went far beyond 
sharing pageant props and sacrament 
rehearsals. We were blessed year in and 
year out with a SRS faculty and staff 
who truly partnered with us and our 
Catholic academy families to insure 
all parish students, received the best 
catechetical experience possible. We 
know this camaraderie and support will 
continue among our PREP, academy 
and regional school communities and 
the total parish community. 

This broad-based parish support was 
never more evidenced than during our 
celebration of First Holy Communion. 
Representatives from all parts of 
our parish joined together to host a 
wonderful reception. Our CCD and 
SRS families were joined by retired 
individuals, young teens, Catholic 
Academy families, and parishioners 
with no children in our programs all 
coming together as a parish family to 
celebrate this very special parish event. 

The families directly served by the 
CCD/PREP are truly blessed to 
have the incredible support and 
encouragement of our clergy, staff and 
a total parish community committed 
to passing on the Faith. 

CCD/PREP 2011-12: One Faith, One Parish Family

Joanne Trageser
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Parish Staff

Parish staff include (top, 
from left) Helen Diebold, 
secretary, Mary McCarthy, 
secretary, Jane Selner, 
coordinator of parish 
ministries, (middle, from 
left) John Siebold, Don 
Tranauskas, and Martha 
Sanchez, maintenance 
staff; and (bottom, from 
left) Jeremy Triplett, 
organist, and Rudy 
Lucente, director of liturgy 
and music. 

by Jane Selner,  
Coordinator of Parish Ministries

It was a busy and fruitful year for St. Rose parish ministries!  
Our dedicated and growing corps of 500+ ministry 
members stepped out with renewed commitment and 
offered countless hours in service to our parish and 
community.  We are most grateful for the abundance of 
gifts shared, prayers offered, lessons taught, meals cooked, 
friendly greetings extended, sacrifices made to reach out 
in love, and myriad good works quietly undertaken to 
lighten, and enlighten, another’s way.

I am pleased to share news of several new initiatives that 
sprang forth in the past year.  Four ministries were formed 
including the Women’s Prayer Group, Catholic Book 
Club, Evangelization Team and Children’s Ministry Team.  
We welcomed the popular ChristLife faith formation 
series, offered a Lenten palm braiding workshop, held 
our first bi-annual Parish Family Prayer Service and 
dinner the Sunday before Thanksgiving, and hosted a 
well-attended parish Mission in February.  We also made 
progress toward enhancing parish communications with a 
renewed parish website (check it out at www.srol.org) and 
a new broadcast email and electronic newsletter platform 
to keep you better informed of all that is happening at St. 
Rose.  Our sincere thanks to parishioners Steve Matraszek 
and Mary Kowalski for their invaluable assistance with this 
project. Steve ported the entire website to a new server 
and modified the website code to enhance its capabilities, 
while Mary has been instrumental in updating our email 
communications.     

Looking ahead, St. Rose has begun the process to hire 
a Youth and Young Adult Minister. A search team of 
parishioners and staff has been formed and is enthusiastic 
about expanding opportunities for our high school teens 
and young adult members so they may be strengthened in 
their faith and more energetically engaged in parish life.  
Plans are underway to update the first floor of the former 
Kindergarten Building to create a youth and young adult 
center to be the hub for these new activities.

These are just a few examples of the new activities and 
programs coming to life as a result of parishioners sharing 
their interests, talents, and enthusiasm for their faith.  If 
you would like to become more involved or are aware 
of an unmet need within our parish family; please reach 
out to me at 215-699-4617 or jselnerstrose@comcast.net.  
God bless you and thank you for all you do for our parish!

Ministry News

Our Clergy

Fr. Gerald Smith  
Parochial Vicar

Fr. Kevin Kelly 
In residence

Deacon Edward 
Konarski 

Altar Linens
Each of the women who volunteer to launder the altar linens 
of the parish averages about 103 items.  That’s more than 
1,400 linens to be cared for. Thank you, ladies.
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Catholic people have 
always celebrated, and with 
pride, believed in the value 
of a Catholic education. 
Why? There are many 
reasons. Most important 
however, is that it provides 
an environment where 
students and teachers can 
actually mention God in the 
classroom and pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ.

The history of St. Rose of Lima school over the past 57 
years bears witness to principals and teachers who entered 
into a sacred contract with a great number of parents who 
sacrificed so much to give their children the opportunity 
of experiencing a Catholic education. From the school’s 
first principal, Sister Marie Estelle, RSM in 1955 to the last 
principal, Mrs. Phyllis Tyrell in 2012, St. Rose of Lima school 
has a long list of heroic women who did so much to promote 
the school and carry out the parish’s mission to educate the 
children In their charge.

The religious values taught to their children by parents 
were continually taught to them by the dedicated efforts of 
teachers in an atmosphere that helped the children grow 
spiritually, academically, socially and emotionally. Teachers 
at St. Rose of Lima school did this because they loved to 
teach and saw teaching as a special calling, a vocation. We 
will be forever in their debt.

The school year that ended on June 15, 2012 ended on a 
sad note indeed. A Blue Ribbon Committee recommended 
that St. Rose of Lima school partner with St. Stanislaus 
school and eventually St. Maria Goretti school to form a 
new regional school with a new name, Mater Dei, Mother 
of God. The Committee’s decision was made so as to create 
a new school with a larger enrollment that would for many 
years be affordable and sustainable for all who want a secure 
Catholic education for their children.

A number of parishioners grieved over the loss of the 
familiar. Would the spirit of St. Rose of Lima be alive in the 
new school? The parents of our school children took steps to 
ensure that the spirit and the traditions of St. Rose of Lima 
would be very much alive in the new school and that our 
school’s rich past would not be forgotten but woven into 

the fabric of something new. We realize the importance of 
always remembering and honoring our St. Rose of Lima 
School past. For it is this past that helps define us in a special 
way, and provides our school children with the foundation 
for a strong and successful future.

So a new birth is taking place. The theme for the opening year 
of Mater Dei Catholic School is, “Our journey begins anew, 
with Mary as our Guide.” The new school is still our school, 
simply in a new building where our children will have the 
opportunity of making new friends and the ability to grow in 
FAITH, EXCELLENCE and SERVICE. There is pain in new 
birth but also much joy. True to our St. Rose of Lima tradition, 
both parents and children will channel their passion into 
new energy that will make this new venture a success story. 
May St. Rose of Lima and our Blessed Mother watch over us 
and continue to guide us as we embark on this new journey 
together as a parish community.

The following St. Rose of Lima parishioners serve on the 
Mater Dei Home & School Board:

Meghan Gola, Co-President
Kris Mattera, Co-Vice President
Jeanne Cooke, Co-Vice President of Fundraising
Nancy McDonald, Co-Treasurer
Eileen Romano, Co-Chair of Communications
Jen Herron, Co-Chair of Hospitality
Becky O’Donnell, SCRIP Program
Elaine Mazzeo, Volunteers Co-Chair
Alison Boyle, Co-Chair of the Marketing Committee 

ST. ROSE OF LIMA SCHOOL

A Legacy of Love and Learning
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INCOME STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR-ENDED  
JUNE 30, 2012

 FY 2011-12  FY 2010-11
Operating Income 
Parish Collections $906,901   $936,676 
Socials and Donations, Net $60,668   $96,056 
Tuition and Fees Income $419,877   $389,231 
Religious Education Programs $14,324   $11,080 
Income (Loss) Cafeteria & Bus Services, Net $8,684   $2,230 
Interest, dividends, Rentals, Net  $10,376   $10,110 
Cares and/or Day Care Programs, Net $14,740   $6,376 
Total Other Income $0   $8,787 
Total Operating Income $1,435,570   $1,460,546 
   
Operating Expenses   
Diocesan Assessments $104,255   $101,400 
Wages $861,551   $835,430 
Taxes & Benefits $225,806   $221,020 
Property Insurance and Real Estate Taxes $29,344   $28,567 
Pastoral Administration/ $50,250   $48,875 
     School Administration Expense
Professional Fees/Contracted Services $15,437   $20,497 
Outside Printing and Publications $2,157   $6,297 
Office Supplies and Equipment $45,251   $47,732 
Liturgical/Altar Supplies $8,466   $6,417 
Instructional Material $6,242   $10,134 
Religious Education Programs $18,777   $18,061 
Rectory and Faculty Residence $20,505   $19,963
    Operating Expense 
Maintenance $129,520   $64,760 
Utilities $54,178   $76,297 
Total Operating Expenses $1,571,739   $1,505,450 
Operating Excess (Deficit) ($136,169)  ($44,904)
   
Capital  Contributions $70,312  $34,102
Capital Expenditures $23,678  $14,882
Change in Cash -$89,535  -$25,684
Ending Cash Balance June 30 $666,334  $755,869

Restricted Funds $464,891  $444,528
Unrestricted Funds $201,443  $311,341
Total Funds $666,334  $755,869
   
N.B. Unreleased Funds from Vision of Hope $207,074  $171,057
     Campaign (Funds Restricted to 
     Campaign Projects)

by Nick Semchuk 
Business Manager

The fiscal year ending June 30, 
2012 was a challenging year for St. 
Rose of Lima Parish. Although we 
had projected that we would have 
Operating Losses of $23,680, the 
actual Operating Losses for the year 
beginning July 1, 2011 and ending 
June 30, 2012 was $136,169.  This 
was primarily due to the unique 
costs associated with the closing of 
St. Rose of Lima Parish School.

Due to the closing of the school, we 
were obligated to satisfy all of the 
teaching faculty and school staff 

costs in June 2012 
instead of carrying 
costs through the 
summer. This meant 
that those teachers 
receiving pay and 
benefits until the 
end of August were 
paid in June in 
their entirety. This 

also included the payment of taxes, 
all medical benefits, and even the 
allocation and prepayment of 2012 
pension funds which would not have 
been paid until spring 2013. This was 
due to the fact that our fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2012. 

Ordinarily these costs would fall 
into the next fiscal year, but we 
tried to account for all school costs 
at the closing. These costs alone 
increased our projected losses by 
$68,197! When we add the fact that 
an additional $16,000 was lost in 
registration fees that did not occur 
because of the school closing, the 
number quickly rises. With our 
children becoming part of the new 
Mater Dei Regional School, these 

FINANCIAL DATA

Nick Semchuk
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Utilities

Maintenance

Rectory and Faculty Residence 
Operating Expense

Religious Education Programs

Instructional Material

Liturgical/Altar Supplies

Office Supplies and Equipment

Outside Printing and Publications

Professional Fees/Contracted Services

Pastoral Administration/School 
Administration Expense

Property Insurance and 
Real Estate Taxes

Taxes & Benefits

Wages

Diocesan Assessments

registration funds went directly to Mater Dei and not our 
Operating Income. We also experienced a decrease in 
Sunday and Holy Day collections, and further reductions 
in fund raising accounted for the balance of the losses.  

The budget for 2011-2012 had included two fund raising 
events, like the Fall Festival, but we were only able to 
hold one event. We were able to reduce some of our 
costs knowing that the closing would occur; however we 
could not offset these losses.

Despite the many challenges, we did as well as could 
be expected from a financial standpoint.  We can 
move forward with projections for 2012-13 that should 
permit the expansion of parish ministries and the ability 
of the parish to serve all of its parishioners through 
increased services. We will remember that 2011-12 was 

a watermark year for the parish, but the Finance Council 
has made recommendations for the future that will 
stabilize the parish financial resources. 

The parish offices have been relocated to the school 
building, which will be renamed the St. Rose of Lima 
Parish Center.  We will continue to house and support 
the many parish ministries listed in our Bulletin and 
on our website. Our Religious Education programs, 
Discovering Christ Programs, all CYO functions, and 
the growing number of programs that are ongoing and 
projected will continue. 

We will continue to support Catholic Education through 
our Mater Dei Regional School, and we have increased 
our financial aid contributions to several of our parish 
families in the support of Catholic Education.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA EXPENSES FOR 2011-12 FISCAL YEAR
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EVANGELIZATION

In the past 12 months, a transformational process of 
Evangelization has gotten underway at St. Rose. Many 
parishioners participated in the 7-week ChristLife series, 

and came into a deeper personal relationship with Christ. 
In September, 83 people signed up and began the journey of 
Discovering Christ, a course which included a shared meal, 
a dynamic DVD teaching, and small group discussions one 
evening each week. This was followed up in January with 
another course called Following Christ, which helped many 

of the 52 people that attended to follow Christ more closely 
in their daily lives. Each of the series included a very spiritual 
one-day Saturday retreat.

Last spring, a Parish Evangelization Team was formed to 
continue to support the ChristLife series and guide and plan 
other evangelizing activities that reach out to practicing as 
well as non-practicing Catholics at St. Rose. 

At this crucial time in the life of the Church, the Archdiocese, 
and our parish, we are asking the Holy Spirit to lead us into 
new life here at St. Rose. Evangelization is the “mission of the 
Church” and so, is of primary importance.  Evangelization 
will not be another ministry at St. Rose, 
but will be part of the fabric of every 
ministry and all we do. 

With the full support of the pastor, we 
are embarking on a bold new initiative 
for the future of the parish and envision 
a renewed parish: parishioners whose 
hearts are “on fire” with the love of 
Christ; an open and welcoming spirit that 
pervades parish life; a parish recognized 
as an evangelizing faith community; a full 

church.  Becoming an Evangelizing Eucharistic community 
is different than anything we have experienced before and 
is critical to our parish and its future.

Truly transformational change and powerful spiritual 
renewal do not come about with a “new program”.  Rather, 
we must proclaim and live out our faith in a new way.  In 
the next twelve months, we will again offer Discovering 
Christ in September and Following Christ in January. 

In late 2013, Sharing Christ, which is the third course of 
the ChristLife series, will be offered to our parishioners. 
Sharing Christ is designed to train us on how to share our 
faith and Jesus with others. We invite every parishioner to 
join us and personally experience how you can be touched 
in your faith journey to more fully Discover, Follow and 
Share Christ. 

Like others who have already attended these courses, 
you too can develop an even closer and more personal 
relationship with our Savior.  The Evangelization team 
will also plan spirituality days, retreats, seminars or other 
programs that can help make us a more evangelizing parish. 
By participating in these programs we can all deepen our 
personal faith and live it more fully through prayer and 
scripture reading. 

This is a new beginning for all of us and will not be 
possible without prayer and trust in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. This must be the basis for all we undertake. 
The Evangelization Team invites you to support this 
important work by joining the St. Rose Intercessory Prayer 
Partnership.  Membership is simple.  Offer your daily 
prayers for the work of evangelization.  Evangelization 
prayer cards are available in church, at the parish office 
and on the website at www.srol.org.  To learn more about 
Evangelization activities at St. Rose, contact team leader 
Fran Novak at 215-643-9021 or fnovak@comcast.net 

St. Rose of Lima Evangelization Team
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

Members of the HOPE Ministry serve the parish by 
offering rides when needed, calls to the sick, and other 
corporal works of mercy. Last year there were 70 rides 
taken by parishioners to Mass, the doctor, food stores, and 
other places. More than 74 phone calls were made, while 
20 emails were shared. More than 20 cards were sent, 25 
dinners were prepared, and 42 visits were made.

HOPE Ministry

The beautiful tradition of Palm Braiding was introduced 
to St. Rose at a Sunday afternoon workshop in Lent. Palm 
crosses, roses, and other items prepared by parishioners were 
then given out after the Masses on Palm Sunday

For more than 30 years, St. Rose 
parishioners have actively supported 
Aid For Friends, a non-profit 
organization that provides free, 
home-cooked meals, “breakfast bags”, 
gifts of warmth and friendly visits to 
more than 2,000 homebound frail and 
elderly persons living in the five-county Philadelphia area.

This past year, parishioners generously prepared and donated 
1,154 dinner meals and more than 250 breakfast bags. Some 
parishioners lovingly cooked a few meals at home when it 
fit their schedule. Others helped package hundreds of meals 
and breakfast bags during parish group service projects.  

The total number quickly grew and now provides a glimpse of 
the tremendous love and care extended by our parish family 
to assist the homebound hungry.  

We thank and salute all the Aid For Friends volunteers, 
especially those who share an hour every week of the year to 
deliver the meals and spend time visiting with those who can 
no longer get out and about on their own.  

Last May, the St. Rose Aid For Friends ministry welcomed 
new leaders, Anita Capps and Chris McDade.  To learn more, 
contact Anita at acloverfam@aol.com or 215-699-8433 or 
Chris at boycemcdade@verizon.net or 215-801-8869.

Aid For Friends: 1,154  More than just a big number. 

Members of the Contemporary Music Group (left to right) Patti 
Roman, Emily Covais, Liz McCabe, Maggie McCabe, Mike 
Covais, Lucille Kesilman and David Lee

Senior High Youth Group members take a “donut break” 
after collecting several large bags of litter during the spring 
Wissahickon Watershed Clean Up service project.
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

by Mike Covais, PGK, PFN, Ministry Leader, St. Rose Knights of Columbus

Father John E. Doyle Council of the Knights of Columbus is a Roman Catholic 
fraternal organization that supports the Catholic Church, our community, and 
our nation with our time, our fundraising, and our prayers. 

We are particularly supportive of the vocation of the priesthood, the parishes 
of St. Rose of Lima and Corpus Christi, the unborn child, Catholic youth and 
schools, and the charitable organizations in our local community.

This year, the Doyle Council completed 
several major initiatives. First was 
the purchase and maintenance of an 
ultrasound machine that has been 
installed in the Collegeville chapter of 
A Baby’s Breath. Doyle Council was able 
to engineer a fundraising project that 
collected more than $15,000 and with 
the matching from Supreme Council, 
purchased a $28,300 device. 

Doyle Council also received donations from the Pro-Life Club at Mt. St. Joseph 
Academy, Pius IX Council in Lansdale, and Father Joseph C. Tomko Assembly.   
Many St. Rose of Lima parishioners assisted in the fundraising events and have 
also given a number of donations to the cause, including several anonymous 
donations. Doyle Council will continue in its fundraising efforts to support and 
maintain the machine at ABB.

Our Council’s yearly collection for the ARC to support individuals in our area 
with mental disabilities, has collected a record-setting amount in 2012. Final 
totals are not exact but will exceed $5,700. Last year, Doyle Council collected 
$5,650 in support of this organization and that was the third highest total of all 
515 councils in the State of Pennsylvania in 2011.

This year, Doyle Council is expected to receive its second-ever Star Council 
award, which is only achieved through a number of difficult goals for service, 
activity, and membership. The only other time this was achieved by our council 
was in the 2005-2006 fiscal year.

Doyle Council is proud to have financially supported two seminarians in the 
2011-2012 fiscal year. Both seminarians receive a $500 annual award from 
Doyle Council. We also support both parishes of St. Rose of Lima and Corpus 
Christi with similar financial awards.

In addition to all of these Doyle Council initiatives, we sponsored a bus to 
Washington for the March for Life, held several community events such as 
community breakfasts, a memorial Mass on Memorial Day, a living rosary, a 
breakfast with Santa, the annual award for English Students and Altar Servers, 
and many more events.

Be sure to visit our website at www.kofc9715.org.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Pictured left to right: Caroline Bauer 
and Ann Schuck at the January 2012 
March for Life in Washington DC

Pictured: Lt. Cmdr. Joseph Coffey with 
Rev. Msgr. Daniel Murrray.  Fr. Coffey, a 
U.S. Navy Chaplain, presented a three-
day Parish Mission in February 2012.

SAVE THE DATES!  
The next St. Rose of Lima Parish 
Mission will be October 27-30, 2013. 
The presenter will be the dynamic 
Rev. Michael P. Sullivan, OSA
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

St. John’s Hospice is located at 1221 Race Street 
Philadelphia.  Every day veterans, elderly, disabled 
and homeless men are fed a hot meal through the 
generous casseroles donated by families, churches 
and schools. 

Here at St. Rose of Lima we have a wonderful 
opportunity to help those less fortunate through 
the St. John’s Hospice casserole program.  Please 
consider preparing a casserole with your family. 
You may prepare any casserole you like. For 
lists of recipes please visit their website at  
www.saintjohnshospice.org 

Casserole pans and lids are supplied by St. John’s 
and located on top of the freezer in the parish 
garage. All we ask is that you list the type of 
casserole and the date it was prepared on the lid. 
Casseroles may be dropped off to the freezer in 
the garage any day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. The 
casseroles are picked up at 8:30 a.m. the second 
Thursday of every month. 

This year, through the generous donations of the 
St. Rose of Lima school families and parishioners, 
the 7th grade class was able to prepare 37 spaghetti 
and meatball casseroles for the men at St. John’s 
Hospice. In addition, the 1st grade class made 
beautiful cards for the men. This is only one 
example of the many community service projects 
completed by the children of St. Rose of Lima. 

St. John’s Hospice 
Casserole Program

Seventh grade students from St. Rose of Lima School 
prepared 37 casseroles to help feed the homeless men 
and women served by St. John’s Hospice.

St. Rose of Lima welcomed the Archdiocesan Boy Choir for a spectacular 
Mother’s Day weekend concert and parish dinner.

Members of the St. Rose Postal Engineers serve the parish throughout 
the year by preparing bulk mailings and inserting flyers into the 
Sunday bulletin.

During the CCD’s Christmas pageant production, the innkeeper 
leads Mary and Joseph to the stable.
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UPCOMING
PARISH EVENTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CLOTHING DRIVE
November 15, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

ANNUAL GIVING TREE
November 17 & 18, after all Masses

FAMILY PRAYER SERVICE & MEAL OF THANKS 
November 18, 4:00 p.m.

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS
November 22, 9:00 a.m.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
December 6, 2:00-7:00 p.m.

YOUTH GROUP & SENIORS CHRISTMAS 
BRUNCH
December 8, 11:30 a.m.

TOYS FOR TOTS
December 2012

A TIME OF GRACE FORMATION SERIES 
January 8, 15 & 22, 2013, 7:00-9:00 p.m.

FOLLOWING CHRIST SERIES
January 30-March 20, 2013, (Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.)

PRAYER FOR THE YEAR OF FAITH
Heavenly Father, you give us the gift of faith to know 
and believe all you reveal through your Son, Jesus, 
and the Holy Spirit. May we live by these divine 
truths as members of the holy Catholic Church and 
proclaim them joyfully to others with the witness of 
our lives. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

We invite parishioners to pray the following prayer 
daily throughout the Year of Faith (October 11, 2012, 
to November 24, 2013)


